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Or:DIFANCE };O. 79-30 
AN ORDINANCE \-JITH RESPECT TO VrJIICLE 

\1EIGHT LEUTS IN THE VILLAGE OF Q-IATHAH 

m: IT ORDAINED P,Y THE PRESIDENT Arm BOA1W OF 

TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF Oli\THAi'I, SflJlG.'\i'ION COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 

as follo,Js: 

Section 1.. No vehicle shall be operated or causeel to enter the 

streets of the Village of Chatham in violation of the 1:Lmits herein establi-

sheel. 

Section 2. Height Limits: The ma'{i.num gross ,vei.ght of a vehicle 

on the roael surface through any t"JO (2) ,,,heels on the same axle of any ve-
'. - . 

hicle shall not exceed Sixteen Thousand (16,000) pounds, nor shall the gross 

weight exceed Eij!ht Hunelred potmels per inch (8001bs. /1") in "'idth of tl re 

upon such wheels; provided further, that the gross ,,,eight, including the 

",eight of the vehicle and maxilTllTIn load, shall not exceed 1\'7enty-four Thous-

and (24,000) pounds. 

Section 3. During the months of February, ~Jarch and Apri.l of each 

year the gross wei ght of any vehicle ooerated on the streets of the Vi.llav,e 

shall not exceed (16, (00) pOlmc1s. 

Section 4. Heighi.ng of a Vehicle; Reducing Load: Any peace of-

ficer having reason to heli.eve that the ,,,eight of a vehicle and load is in 

excess of the limits allowed by thLs ordinance :i s authori.zed to require the 

driver to stop Am1 submit to a Heighing of the same, either by means of a 

portable or stationary scale; the officer may reqnire that such vehicle be 

driven to the nearest scale. \'~l"'never an officer, upon ,veigh Lng a vehicle 

and load determines that the Height is in excess of the limits prescribed 

by this ordinance, the officer shall reouire the driver of the vehicle to 

stop the vehicle in a suitable place and that the vehicle remain standing 

tmt Ll such portion of the load is removed as may he necessary to effect COfil-

pliance ,'lith the limits established by this ordinance. Any materIal so un-

loaded shall be careel for by the Q\.vTler or operator of tbe vehicle at the sole 

risk of such owner or operator. 



Section 5. Violation; Fine: The o<mer or operator of any vehicle 

<-Iho kno\>JLn~ly operates or pennits the operation of any vehi_cle in violatIon 

of this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, for the first offense he 

fined not more than One Hundred Fifty Dollars (,t150.00) and for the second 

offense hlithin a period of One (1) year shall be fined not less than One 

Hundred Fifty Dollars (~:150.00) nor more than 1\.]0 Hundred Fifty Dollars 

(8250.00) and for the third offense <"i thin a period of One (1) year after 

date of such fi rst offense, shall be finee! not less than 'I\.JO Hundred Fifty 

Dollars (<1;250.00) nore more than Three Hcmc1recl Fifty Dollars ($350.00). 

SectIon 6. SpecIal Overload Permi t: The Superintendent of Vil

lage Operations, in his discretion, may issue a special permit in h>riting 

authorizing the applicant to operate or move a vehicle of a size, weIght or 

load e..'Cceeding the Hmits established by this ordi.nance. \0hen such pennit 

is sought for overFeight, the application shall describe the load to be moved 

ane! the vehicle to be used therefore, and shall state with reasonable spec

if i city, reason <vhy the load cannot be moved in compliance Ivi th the limi ts 

of thi s ordinance. 

The Superintendent of Village Operations is authorLzied to limit 

the nLrrnber of trips and sped fic streets on \\'hi ch such load and vehicle or 

vehicles may be transported and may othenvise prescribe the limits of oper

atIon of such vehicle when necessary to assure against damage to the street 

foundations, surfaces or structures. 111e Superintendent of V1lla."e Opera

tIons may require such hand, L'fldertaking or other security as may be neces

SaD] to compensate the city for injury or damage to any street or road struc

ture. 

Section 7. Local delivery and pick-ups: 111e Height limits esta

blished by this ordinance shall be in effect at all times; provided, hOHever, 

that anv vehicle exceeding SL'Cteen TI10l1sand (16,000) pounds gross Iveight re

quired to make a deUvery or pick-up at a place of residence or business al

ong said streets may do so, but said vehicle shall move along the streets 

from nearest point of entry to the place of ptck-up or delivery and shall 

leave saiel street at the nearest intersecting street to said p~:Lnt of deli

very or pick-up. The load limitations herein prescribed shall not pertain 

to rubLLc passenger vehicles or conman carriers. 



Secti.on 8. Use of Cleats or Lugs ProhibIted: No vehicle shall 

he operated at any time over or upon the streets of the V:Lllage if such ve-

hicle has on the periphery of anv of the road wheels, any block, stud, fla-

ni!e,cleat, ridge, lug or any projection of metal or wood radially beyond the 

tread or traffIc surface of the tire. However, this sectIon shall not be 

constnled to prohibit the use of tIre chains during the months of Decemher, 

January, Febnmry or ;'!arch. 

Section 9. LiabilIty for Damage to Streets: Any person driving 

any vehicle, object or contrivance upon any streets of the VLllas~e shall be 

liable for all damaf,es \"hLch the street or stnlcture may sustain as a result 

of any vi.alation of this ordinance. 

A. h~1enever the operator or driver of such vehi cle is not the 

Ohlller thereof, but is drivi.ng or movi.nf, the same vrLth the express or implied 

permission of the owner, the O\mer and driver or operator shall be jointly 

and severally liable for any such clamages. 

n. Such damages may be recovered in a ci vi.l action 1!rought hy 

the Vi1l8ge. 

Section 1.0. Approval of Limitati.on: Upon the approval of such 

limitatIons by the Board of Trustees, the Superintendent of \rillage Opera-

tions shall erect, or cause to be erected and maintained, signs designating 

the \,'eight Hmi tations at each end of that portion of any street affected 

hy this ordinance. 

Section 11. The ,,,orel "Load", \-]hen used in th.i s onhnance, means 

the I"eight transmitted to the road by the I'Jheels of a vehi.cle being the 

welght of such vehicle plus the weight of its contents, if any. 

Section 12. ThLs ordinance shall be in full force after its pas-

sage, approval, publIcation and erection of the sLgns required 10'1 181". 

PAssm(jc{ Cf 1979 

APPHOITf'Xf2ci. q . 1979 

PUl'~US;'ISD . 1979 

ATTEST: 


