
Ordinance No. 12- 0:1 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING THE VILLAGE CEMETERY 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
VILLAGE OF CHATHAM, AS FOLLOWS.· 

SECTION I: Section 91.14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Chatham 

is amended to state as follows (deleted language striekeR; new language underlined): 

9Ll4 CEMETERY REGULATIONS 

Regulations governing the operation of the Village Cemetery shall be as 
follows: 

(A) The Cemetery shall be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 5 :00 a.m. 

(B) Picnic parties and refreshments will not be allowed in the cemetery. 
The consumption of alcohol in the Cemetery is prohibited. 

(C) Military funerals held in the cemetery are authorized to use 
firearms. 

(D) Automobiles must follow directional signs. 

(E) The gates may be open or closed at the discretion of the Village. 

(F) Uflsightly flowers, wreaths, emelems, aRathe like, Ilsea at Hmerals 
or plaeea at gra'le site at other times, ,,,,mee remo'iea. 

(G) For a perioa ofseyeR aays, eegin.-HRg the aay eefore Memorial 
Day, aRa {h'o aays followiRg Memorial Day, flowers may ee plaeea OH the 
grollHa at gra'.'e sites. They mllst ee remO'iea e)' the eHa of the se'leHth aay or 
they will ee removeaey the village. 

(H) Blleept for as allowea iH aivisioH (G) of this seetioH, HO oej eets will 
ee permittea to ee plaeea OH the grollRa ofgraye sites, to allow for mowiHg aHa 
maiHteHaHee. This prohieitioR will iReillae, ellt Rotlimitea te heages, foRees, or 
eRelosllres ofaRY kiRa, wooaeol(es, wreaths, glass jars, eottles, strav.', paper 
flowers, toys, eaRS or aRy IlRsightly eejeets. Any slleh oejeet so plaeea will eo 
removea withollt Hotiee. 



(1) All flower baskets sllspended oH-5Repflerd heeks er monllment 
braekets hangers may remain tflroughout the year. Hoeks ane hangers must be 
plaeed for aeeessibility of maintenanee. 

(EJ) Except as specifically provided in subsection (K). all mowing and 
trimming pf grass, trees, and shrubs will be performed by the Village. 

(K) No Raw trees or sh:1ibs shall ba paflflitted at grave site. 

(Gb) Base stones must be square on the side in contact with the 
foundation. The foundation must be four inches longer and four inches wider 
than the stone to be set thereon, and must be level with surrounding grade and 
extend not less than 35 inches below grade. An eight-inch diameter pier footing 
may be used for head and foot stones not larger than 16 inches by 12 inches. Pier 
will have foundation cap not less than six-inch thickness. Pier and foundation cap 
to be connected by two 3/8- inch reinforcing bars. The foundation for monuments 
greater than four feet above grade require prior village approval. 

(HM) No mounds shall be raised above the general level of the lot. The 
village receives the right to remove at any time any unsightly mounds and to 
reseed the grave at the general level of lot. 

aN) Vehicles causing damage to the roadway or any portion of the 
cemetery, shall not be permitted. persons causing damage shall be responsible. 

(10) Tha Yillage offi6ials aRe employees assume RO liability fur the 1055 
by ",aRdalism or other El6tS beyoRe their 60Rtrol. The Village. its officials, 
employees and agents, shall not be responsible for loss of or damage to any 
headstone, marker, bench, rock garden or other property in the Cemetery, caused 
by vandalism, theft or other acts outside the control of the Village. Nor are they 
responsible for loss or damage caused by the removal of any item as authorized 
by these regulations. 

(K) Restrictions on Placing Certain Items In Cemetery 

(i) Boxes, shells, toys , metal designs, frames, ornaments, 
chairs, settees, wood and iron cases, and glass items ("Prohibited Items") shall not 
be placed or left upon lots or elsewhere in the Cemetery. Prohibited Items are 
subject to removal by the Village without notice. 

(ii) Items other than Prohibited Items may placed on new 
gravesites for a period of 21 days after burial. after which they are subject to 
removal by the Village without notice. 

(iii) Items other than Prohibited Articles may be placed on and 
may be affixed to gravestones. Items placed on gravestones but not affixed may 
be placed for a period of 10 days, after which they are subject to removal by the 
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Village without notice. Items affixed to gravestones which, in the judgment of 
the Public Works Director are unsightly, dangerous, or interfere with maintenance 
to the cemetery grounds, are subject to removal by the Village without notice. 

liv) Floral designs, flowers, plants other than trees and shrubs, and 
wund cover are permitted in the Cemetery. However, any such items are subject 
to removal by the Village, which in the judgment of the Public Works Director, 
are unsightly, dangerous, detrimental, or diseased, or which interfere with 
maintenance of the cemetery grounds. 

Iv) All flower baskets suspended on shepherd hooks or monument 
brackets hangers may remain throughout the year. Hooks and hangers must be 
placed for accessibility of maintenance. 

(vi) No new trees or shrubs shall be permitted in the Cemetery except 
those installed by the Village in its sole discretion. 

(vii) Benches may be placed in the Cemetery subject to the following 
regulations, which shall be acknowledged by the lot owner in writing before a 
bench is placed: 

(a) Benches shall be constructed of granite or concrete and 
shall be sufficiently heavy so as not to be dislodged by wind. 

(b) Benches shall be no more than 48 inches in length. 

(c) Benches shall be placed within the confines of a lot or 
grOUP of lots owned or controlled by the person or family installing the bench. 

(d) Benches shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary 
condition, and the person or family installing the bench shall be responsible for 
mowing and trimming within two feet of the bench in all directions. 

(e) Benches shall remain the property of the cemetery lot 
owner, but may be used by any visitor to the cemetery. 

co Benches not placed or maintained in conformance with 
these regulations may be removed seven days after notice from the Village to the 
lot owner at the lot owner's last known address. A bench that has been removed 
may be retrieved by the owner within fourteen days after its removal, after which 
it may be disposed of by the Village without further notice. 

(viii) Rock gardens may be installed in the Cemetery subject to the 
following regulations, which shall be acknowledged by the lot owner in writing 
before the rock garden is installed: 

-3-



(a) Rock gardens shall contain rock and may contain two other 
items which, in the judgment of the Public Works Director, are not unsightly or 
dangerous, and do not interfere with maintenan~e to the cemetery grounds. 

(b) Rock gardens shall be contained by landscape edging with 
a minimum height of 3inches above the grouOd. 

(c) Rock gardens shall be placed within the confines of a lot or 
grOllp of lots owned or controlled by the person or family creating the rock 
garden. 

(d) Rock gardens shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary 
condition, and the person or family creating the rock garden shall be responsible 
for mowing and trimming within two feet of the rock garden in all directions. 

(e) Rock gardens not placed or maintained in conformance 
with the provisions of these regulatoins may be removed seven days after notice 
from the Village to the lot owner at the lot owner's last known address. 

(Ll These regulations shall be prominently displayed in the Cemetery 
and on the website of the Village of Chatham. An updated copy of these 
regulations shall be given to all local funeral homes and monument services. 

(M) Persons purchasing a cemetery deed or requesting a burial permit 
shall sign an acknowledgement of receipt of the cemetery regulations and shall 
provide the Village with an address for notices, which the purchaser or applicant 
may change from time to time. However, the failure of the Village to provide a 
copy of these regulations shall not excuse any violation of these regulations . 

SECTION 2: Benches in the Cemetery as of the date of adoption of this 

Ordinance that do not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance shill I be removed or brought 

into conformance on or before September 1,2012. The Village shall use reasonable efforts to 

notify the owners of nonconforming benches of this requirement. 

SECTION 3: This Ordinance is effective upon its passage and publication as 

required by law. The Clerk shall publish this Ordinance in pamphlet form and shall see to its 

inclusion in the next update of the Village Code of Ordinances. 

PASSED this it". day of r:-ti tJ12!/IJJR.1 ,2012. 
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ORDINANCE CERTIFICATE 

ST ATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
) . SS. 

COUNTY OF SANGAMON ) 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting Village Clerk 

of the Village of Chatham, Sangamon County, Illinois. 

I do further certify that the ordinance attached hereto is a full, true, and exact copy of 

Ordinance No. 12.0 J adopted by the President and Board of Trustees of said Village on the 

!!L day of r.£tJIC41)R.. 7 ,2012, said Ordinance being entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE VILLAGE CEMETERY 

I do further certify that prior to the making of this certificate, the said Ordinance was 

spread at length upon the permanent records of said Village, where it now appears and remains. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the officiai seal of 

said Village t,his If day of ~6 r? ,2012. 
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